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EASTERN ILLINOIS UNIVERSITY 
Charleston, Illinois 
HARRY READ, Direct:)r of Information and Publications (217) 581-2820 
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
3 
Oct. ..: 1986 
Se Le c"t l.f 
CHARLESTON, IL--Documents representing 250 years of Illinois history will be on 
display at Eastern Illinois University through Oct. 17. 
The exhibit, located in Booth Librar,~:·· will be visited by Secretary of State 
Jim Edgar on Saturday, Oct. 11 following the Homecoming football game with Northern 
Iowa. Time of his visit will start approximately between 4:30 and 5 p.m. The public 
is welcome to attend. 
Occasion for the exhibit is the 50th anniversary celebration of the Illinois 
State Archives Building. Edgar, a native of Charleston and a graduate of Eastern, 
is the state archivist. 
Document facsimiles displayed in the exhibit, "The Illinois State Archives--
Documenting 250 Years of Illinois History," include: 
A 1739 French document, one of the oldest existing government docum.ants north-
west of the Ohio River; 
A 1790 document creating St. Clair County; 
An 1837 map of St. Louis har hor, prepared by Robert E. Lee, then a lieutenant 
in the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers; 
And, documents containing the signatures of Samuel Gompers, Pierre Menard, and 
Presidents Monroe, Lincoln, Grant and Roosevelt. 
-30-
